United States Embassy Harare
Public Affairs Section
Application Form: 2020 U.S. General Election Reporting Program with the International Center for Journalism
[bookmark: _GoBack]
We invite individual print, radio, TV, and web-based journalists to apply for a spot in this fully funded, exchange program.  Journalists will spend 3 weeks in the United States, covering the 2020 U.S. General Elections in battle ground states, working from a U.S. newsroom. Applicants should have at least 5 years of continuous work experience at a media outlet and be able to speak and write in English at a level that allows them to work in a professional setting in the United States. Applicants must be eligible for an I-visa to travel to the United States and have a passport valid through March 2021.  

· Program Description: The program brings foreign journalists to the United States for three weeks in October-November 2020. They will work alongside their American counterparts in “battleground states” and cover the last days of the 2020 presidential elections for their U.S. media hosts and their audiences at home. 
· The program helps to: 
· Diversify international news of U.S. politics abroad and provide new perspectives of the democratic process to audiences abroad;  
· Deepen foreign journalists’ understanding of the role of the media in democratic elections; 
· Forge lasting relationships between foreign and U.S. media organizations 
· Program format: 
· Orientation in Washington DC: Participants will attend training sessions hosted by experts at a variety of venues to deepen their knowledge of the U.S. electoral process and the watchdog role of the media.
· Media attachments: Participants will be placed in media organizations in “battleground” states and work side-by-side with U.S. colleagues to cover the final weeks of the campaign.  
· Debrief in Washington DC: After the election, participants will return to DC to reflect on their experience and engage in discussions on how they can apply their new skills to their coverage back home. 


The Application Process

Shortlisted applicants may be contacted and asked to participate in a telephone or in-person interview as part of the application process. ​

Work Samples

Please attach 3 work samples, on any platform, demonstrating your best professional work. Two of the samples must have been published within the last six months. All samples must include a date and a url. In the case of video or audio submissions, a transcript or summary will be required.
 
Two Letters of Recommendation

Two letters of recommendation are required with your application. One of the letters should be from a current supervisor or colleague who practices journalism and knows you professionally. The recommenders should explain the reasons that make you an excellent candidate for the reporting tour. 


Curriculum Vitae/ Resume

Please attach your updated curriculum vitae. This shall include a detailed work history since completing your formal education; and educational background. 

Completed applications must be sent to HararePress@state.gov by March 6, 2020. 

Candidates will be informed of their selection status by March20, 2020.


	Personal Statement
(Your personal statement is a very important part of your application, and will be thoroughly read and considered in the selection process. It should be written in English and not exceed 500 words. In your personal statement, please address your journalistic experience, including your reasons for pursuing journalism; the values and convictions that guide your work; experiences that have influenced your journalism; and what you hope to accomplish from the reporting tour.)


	

	Full Name
	

	Date of Birth (MM/ DD/ YYYY)
	

	Place of Birth 
	

	Country of Citizenship
	

	Office Telephone Number
	

	Mobile Phone Number
	

	Preferred Email Address
	

	Passport No. 
	
	Expiration Date
	

	
	
	

	English Comprehension 
	1 (Poor)
	2
	3
	4
	5 (Excellent)

	
	

	News Organization
	

	Media Type (Print, Radio, TV, Online, Other (specify)
	

	Description of Organization
	





	Reference #1- Supervisor or Work Colleague
	

	Mobile and Email Address
	

	Reference #2
	

	Mobile and Email Address
	

	
	

	Work Sample 1
	

	Description or Url:
	

	

	Work Sample 2
	

	Description or Url:
	

	

	Work Sample 3
	

	Description or Url: 
	



For questions, please contact us at HararePress@state.gov.
