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USG Chargé d'Affaires'  tours 

PEPFAR supported Initiatives

On March 23, 2017, the Chargé d'Affaires, Jennifer Savage, visited two sites offering 

HIV and AIDS services in Mutare.  The sites are supported by USAID partners 

through the U.S. President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  The Chargé 

toured the Mutare New Start Center, which provides integrated HIV prevention, 

treatment, and reproductive health services using a one-stop shop approach.  At 

Mutare Provincial Hospital, she was briefed on how the Organization for Public 

Health Intervention and Development (OPHID) is supporting various components 

of the HIV Care and Treatment program.   She had the opportunity to interact with 

Clinic Referral Facilitators who explained the importance of mobilizing clients for 

HIV testing as well as providing peer counselling and support to People Living with 

HIV to access and stay on treatment. PEPFAR supports a number of partners to 

implement HIV and AIDS Programs in line with the government of Zimbabwe’s 

national response program. OPHID is one of the partners who piloted the roll out of 

the "Treat All" campaign at Mutare Provincial Hospital among  other places. The 

model designed to put all HIV positive people on treatment has now been embraced 

by the Ministry of Health and Child Care and is being rolled out nationally. 

Collaboration among clinical and local partners  is critical in retaining clients in care. 
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Guided by five (5) Key Agendas designed to attain;  impact; 

efficiency; sustainability; strengthen partnerships and 

prioritizing  respect for human rights, PEPFAR continues to 

engage key stakeholders in the preparation of the Country 

Operation Plan (COP) for 2017.  PEPFAR programming is 

focused on the locations and populations with the highest 

burden of disease. Collaborating with key stakeholders 

including community organizations to help generate 

demand, support adherence and retention efforts and 

strengthen linkages and referrals is crucial for success. 

Whilst PEPFAR support is guided by the 2017 Zimbabwe 

National Strategic Plan (ZNASPIII), it is important to 

understand different perspectives on what will be 

considered credible evidence of outcomes and impact from 

all stakeholders.  In that light, PEPFAR held the first COP 

planning meeting in Bulawayo. 

Officials from the Ministry of Health and Child Care as well 

as representatives from four (4) civil society organizations 

(CSOs)  attended the meeting. This was followed up with 

another COP 2017 broader feedback meeting with 

representatives from 22 CSOs based in Harare.  

LINKS About PEPFAR

PEPFAR engages stakeholders  in COP Planning

The PEPFAR team mainly shared key outputs from the 

planning retreat meeting while CSOs also had input from 

regional consultative sessions held to collate input from 

the Global Fund funding request development and COP17 

strategic priorities.  Speaking at this important meeting, 

Mark Troger, the PEPFAR Coordinator, announced that, 

“the Zimbabwe country program had been allocated the 

requested $145 million to expand HIV treatment and care 

with relevant treatment monitoring using viral load (VL) 

routine checks. The additional funds are for accelerating 

treatment for children as well as increasing participation 

for and voluntary medical male circumcision. 

PEPFAR also made history by engaging the private sector 

in the COP planning for the first time noting the 

importance of ensuring that non PEPFAR supported 

districts are not left out of HIV and AIDS related 

programming. Private sector representatives present at 

the meeting highlighted their critical role in reaching out 

to men as they mainly operate in the workplace. This 

collaboration has huge potential for reaching out to males. 

PEPFAR partners, civil society representatives and officials from the Ministry of Health and 

Child Care converged at the Crown Plaza in Harare to discuss COP2017 

 

https://zw.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/health-programs/pepfar/
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16 Days of Activism

 HIV testing for  revelers at  the 

HIFA-PEPFAR First Street Stage

The PEPFAR First Street Stage in central Harare was a hive of activity with scores of individuals 

queuing to get tested for HIV as well as receive health information between Tuesday, May 2 and 

Saturday, May 6, 2017.  This was done through "edutainment" comprising of quizzes, drama, muppet 

shows, hip hop dance  as well as  oral presentations. The platform was part of the ongoing Harare

International Festival of the Arts (HIFA) 2017.  It provided a unique opportunity for health service 

providers to meet members of the public whilst they received free musical and other entertainment.   

Six tents were visible at the site and queues of individuals waiting to get tested for HIV at the junction 

of First Street and George Silundika Avenue were also visible resulting in 1 936 people counselled and 

tested. In order to provide an  all inclusive package of health services, blood pressure, and sugar level 

tests were also offered on site. 

Several beneficiaries of the services provided suggested that similar outreach activities should happen 

more frequently as people appreciate them.  Based on the number of people who lined up for HIV 

testing and other services,  this outreach activity has proved that presenting services to the door step of 

users is critical in the response to the HIV epidemic.   
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Edutainment at the OK-First Street HIFA Stage  

Competition Guide
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https://zw.usembassy.gov/pepfar-partners-breathe-life-harares-first-street/
https://www.facebook.com/usembassyharare/photos/pcb.10154080515245667/10154080513605667/?type=3&theater
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/zimbabwe/1329437/Pepfar_awards/2015_1118_pepfar_media_awards_presentation.pdf
https://zw.edit.usembassy.gov/wp-content/uploads/sites/178/2017/06/2017_0317_PEPFARMediaAwardsCompetitionCriteria.pdf


Audiences walked away enchanted by the music and 

storyline, but also armed with facts that  replace long held 

myths and misinformation about TB. The film was 

produced by the U.S. Agency for International 

Development (USAID) and the U.S. President’s Emergency 

Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) in partnership with 

Discovery Learning Alliance, Quizzical Pictures, Wellcome 

Trust, Howard Hughes Medical Institute (HHMI), HHMI 

Tangled Bank Studios, and Management Sciences for 

Health (MSH). 

In Zimbabwe, TB continues to be the leading cause of 

death among people living with HIV, and approximately 

70 percent of Zimbabweans suffering from TB are co- 

infected with HIV.  Last year alone, approximately 30,000 

Zimbabweans were diagnosed with TB.  USAID has 

partnered with Zimbabwe’s National TB Control Program 

and The International Union Against Tuberculosis and 

Lung Disease to improve the quality and increase the 

availability of TB health services.   “The Lucky Specials” 

can also be found on Twitter or Facebook 

(@LuckySpecials). 

EDUTAINMENT: Lucky Specials
Ambassador Remarks 

Read moreLINKS

LINKS

The feature film, Lucky Specials, was premiered in Harare on 

March 9, 2017.  In this “edutainment” film, both plot twists 

and  animations technology tell individuals what they need to 

know about Tuberculosis (TB) disease, detection, treatment, 

and prevention.   

Lucky Specials
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PEPFAR launches the 2017 Media Awards Competition

Mazowe District Community Advocacy Meeting participants pose for a photo

On March 2017, PEPFAR launched another call for entries for articles to be considered for HIV and AIDS 

reporting awards on World AIDS Day 2017.  In 2016, PEPFAR recognized eight journalists across various 

categories for exemplary coverage of HIV and AIDS issues.  Speaking at the official launch held at the Embassy’s 

Eastgate offices, Mark Troger, Zimbabwe PEPFAR Country Coordinator thanked the media for the continued 

reportage on HIV and AIDS.  “You are a critical stakeholder in the work that we support and by PEPFAR and I 

am excited that you are keen to continue to play a significant role in capturing the successes and challenges 

communities face in accessing health services.  PEPFAR would like to ensure that journalists are honored for the 

good work in HIV and AIDS related awareness raising.”  To gain maximum benefit from this competition, it has 

been streamlined to health journalists who are expected to focus on PEPFAR supported initiatives only.   

Journalists present during the launch expressed gratitude to PEPFAR acknowledging that the media awards is a 

huge opportunity for them to do their work.  They also expressed interest  to visit the  projects being 

implemented in order to give a human face to their stories. 

Competition Guide 

http://www.luckyspecials.com/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/remarks-dreams-initiative-first-anniversary/
http://www.luckyspecials.com/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/u-s-zimbabwe-celebrate-dreams-initiative-first-anniversary/
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/zimbabwe/1329437/Pepfar_awards/2015_1118_pepfar_media_awards_presentation.pdf
http://www.luckyspecials.com/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/health-programs/pepfar/
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CDC supported I-TECH takes HIV testing to needy 

communities 

Mazowe District Community Advocacy Meeting participants pose for a photo

Mazowe District Community Advocacy Team poses for  a photo after an advocacy meeting

People in farming and mining communities are benefiting from the International Training and Education 

Center for Health (I-TECH) outreach programs on HIV testing services targeted towards communities that are 

hard to reach and where social and economic activities promote the likely spread of HIV. The initiative, 

conducted in collaboration with the Ministry of Health  and Child Care at District and Health facility levels,

supports the implementation of the UNAIDS 90-90-90 strategy and is aimed at ensuring that people in 

commercial farms and mines where health facilities do not exist receive HIV testing services (HTS) at their 

doorsteps. HIV testing, education and information on benefits of HIV testing for the public; benefits of 

antiretroviral (ARV) therapy for people who test positive as well as the need for those on ARVs to adhere to and 

stay on medication; blood pressure and blood sugar management advice is offered.  These services have been 

well received by both the farm owners and their workers who have turned out for testing in large numbers. 

Engaging community leaders in District Advocacy Meetings has been instrumental in the success of these 

initiatives.   I-TECH continues to be responsive to invitations to offer services especially during public events 

and commemorations of special days such as International Condom Day.  People who test HIV positive during 

these outreach activities are linked to care and treatment.   Supported by the United States President’s 

Emergency Fund for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) through the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC 

Zimbabwe), I-TECH is one of the partners that piloted the roll out of the "Treat All" campaign in Mazowe 

District.    

I-TECH contacts

I-TECH contacts
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https://zw.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/health-programs/pepfar/
http://www.go2itech.org/
http://www.go2itech.org/
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/zimbabwe/1329437/Pepfar_awards/2015_1118_pepfar_media_awards_presentation.pdf

