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U.S. Ambassador Brian A. Nichols gave solidarity remarks at the 29th remembrance of 

World AIDS Day held in Mazowe, one of the 40 districts supported by PEPFAR and one 

of the six DREAMS districts where adolescent girls and young women are groomed to be 

Determined, Resilient, Empowered, AIDS-free, Mentored, and Safe.  The Ambassador 

reaffirmed the U.S. government's commitment to supporting the response to HIV and 

AIDS under the President's Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR).  Zimbabwe has 

received over $1 billion dollars in the last 10 years with $150M availed in 2019 to 

accelerate efforts to achieve epidemic control by 2030.  Addressing over 5,000 people, 

Nichols highlighted how PEPFAR support has increased remarkably since its 

establishment in 2003, evident in the number of people accessing antiretroviral therapy. 

Seven PEPFAR supported implementing partners manned booths, offering HIV and 

AIDS related information and services on the sidelines of the event.  HIV self-testing 

took center stage because of how easy the oral kit is to use and the fact that it can be done 

at one’s own convenience at the facility, home or at work.   
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Batanai Gardens in Harare was abuzz with exciting activities commemorating the 15th 

anniversary of PEPFAR established in May 2003.  Ambassador Brian A. Nichols, the Minister of 

Health and Child Care Dr. Obadiah Moyo and the Mayor of Harare, His Worship, Councillor 

Hebert Gomba presided over the ceremony attended by the media, people living with HIV, key 

populations (sex workers and men who have sex with men), and PEPFAR implementing 

partners.  In his welcoming remarks, Mayor Gomba, acknowledged PEPFAR support towards 

health systems strengthening in Zimbabwe.  Ambassador A. Nichols expressed  sympathy at the 

plight of people who have endured stigma and gave a message of hope, “…we now have an 

historic opportunity to make what once seemed impossible possible – controlling a pandemic 

without a vaccine or cure.”  

 

“Positivity”, a song  encouraging  people living with HIV to be positive in the face of stigma and 

discrimination that some endure was launched.  The song was produced by JIBILKA Dance 

Trust, a PEPFAR grantee,  and various artists from the 10 provinces of Zimbabwe. The song is  

played at various outreach activities in Zimbabwe. 

LINKS Full article

About PEPFAR

 

 Mission Zimbabwe Commemorates 

 PEPFAR's 15th Anniversary 

 

 Chargé d' Affaires Jennifer Savage speaks to the media during the commemoration of 

PEPFAR's 15 anniversary held at Hatcliffe 3 Primary School in Harare 

LINKS
Full article 

From left: Mark Troger, Mayor Gomba, Margarete Cement,  Minister of Health and Child Care, Dr. Moyo, U.S. Ambassador Brian A. Nichols, 

Funmi Adesanya, Kathy Webb, and Laurie Fuller commemorate , PEPFAR's 15th anniversary in Harare 

    

Positivity

https://zw.usembassy.gov/news-events/page/4/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/pepfar-adds-strength-endurance-to-homeless-world-cup-preps/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/our-relationship/health-programs/pepfar/
https://zw.usembassy.gov/category/pepfar/
https://bit.ly/2BamiHP
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16 Days of Activism

Testing and Treatment 
Literacy Poster Unveiled
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Edutainment at the OK-First Street HIFA Stage  
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PEPFAR is strengthening relations with faith based groups, community and civil society organizations in order to 

accelerate progress toward achieving epidemic control.  In that vein, PEPFAR awarded a grant to a Civil Society 

Advocacy Core team through the Network of People Living with HIV (ZNNP)+, to help increase treatment and 

testing literacy among adolescent girls, young women, and men in high-burdened communities.  ZNNP+ 

unveiled a testing and treatment literacy poster with positive messages for people who do not know their HIV 

status and those who have defaulted from treatment.  The poster  will be used in conjunction with a literacy 

toolkit in Mberengwa, Kadoma, Makonde and Harare districts.  Health Minister, Dr.  Moyo praised the poster for 

having a message that would resonate and called PEPFAR a brand of choice which continues to save lives.  He said 

that collaboration between the Ministry of Health, PEPFAR and civil society groups such as the ZNNP+ is amazing 

and should continue.  Margaret Cement gave a touching testimonial on how she was discriminated against after 

she disclosed her HIV status in 1998.  She acknowledged how PEPFAR’s support has been instrumental in 

reducing stigma and providing life-saving antiretroviral therapy to people living with HIV. 

 

Mr and Mrs Cement, Minister of Health and Child Care, Dr. O. Moyo and 

 U.S. Ambassador Brian A. Nichols unveiling  the testing and treatment literacy poster  in Harare 

    

https://zw.usembassy.gov/news-events/page/
https://www.facebook.com/usembassyharare/photos/pcb.10154080515245667/10154080513605667/?type=3&theater
http://photos.state.gov/libraries/zimbabwe/1329437/Pepfar_awards/2015_1118_pepfar_media_awards_presentation.pdf
http://www.luckyspecials.com/


LINKS

LIFELINE|VOLUME 5
04 

Guidelines

The 2019 PEPFAR Media Awards Contest was launched on November 16, 2018.  Entries in images, print/online 

and broadcast categories are accepted and the deadline for submissions is October 31, 2019.  “We are 

encouraged by the coverage of the work partners working to contain the HIV and AIDS pandemic receive,” said 

Mark Troger, PEPFAR Country Coordinator. “Most importantly, we are excited that you are reaching the hard 

to reach audiences with positive messages on access to HIV and AIDS related services.” He encouraged the 

media to promote understanding on retesting for HIV; undetectable viral load and reaching men with key 

messages on HIV. “It is now scientifically proven that people who take their ARVs and are virally suppressed do 

not transmit the disease. This is why it is so important for people to adhere to their treatment.  Not only will 

they stay healthy, they will not infect others,” said Troger.  Competition guidelines are available at: 

https://zw.usembassy.gov/2018-19-pepfar-media-awards-competition/   

The ZACH team exhibiting at the PEPFAR First street stage  during HIFA

PEPFAR Launches 2019 Media Awards Contest

  

Mark Troger, PEPFAR Country Coordinator launching the 2019 media awards competition 

    

http://photos.state.gov/libraries/zimbabwe/1329437/Pepfar_awards/2015_1118_pepfar_media_awards_presentation.pdf
https://zw.usembassy.gov/2018-19-pepfar-media-awards-competition/
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 Ambassador Commits to #HeForShe Movement   
 

LINKS Full article

The United States celebrated the World Education Inc. Vana Bantwana program together with the Ministry of 

Public Service, Labour, and Social Welfare on November 29, 2018 in Harare.  With funding from PEPFAR, 

through the U.S. Agency for International Development (USAID), the Vana Bantwana program successfully 

reached over 600,000 orphans and vulnerable children with the tools and support they need to unlock their 

potential and live healthy, productive lives.  USAID/Zimbabwe Deputy Mission Director Michael McCord 

stated: “The United States is proud to partner with the people of Zimbabwe to mitigate the impact of the HIV 

epidemic on children.  World Education’s work through the Vana Bantwana program exemplifies USAID’s 

mission to empower countries, communities, families, and individuals to lead their own future.”  

Ambassador Brian A. Nichols joined other heads of diplomatic missions to pledge to advance gender equality in 

Zimbabwe and throughout the world as part of the #HeForShe United Nations Women solidarity movement in 

Harare on December 6, 2018.  During media interviews following the signing ceremony, the Ambassador 

emphasized women’s access to justice in combating gender based violence, the importance of raising awareness 

of women’s issues in Zimbabwe, and encouraged everyone – women and men – to know their status through 

HIV testing.   Some beneficiaries of PEPFAR supported initiatives comprising of women with disabilities and 

people living with HIV had the opportunity to interact with heads of diplomatic missions in Zimbabwe. 

U.S. Government program improves lives 

LINKS Full article
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https://twitter.com/usembassyharare/status/1070786512227368961?lang=en
https://medium.com/usaid-2030/breaking-the-cycle-5d98fd6c292a
https://zw.usembassy.gov/u-s-government-program-improves-lives-of-600000-orphans-and-vulnerable-children/


Good Hope HIV and AIDS Awareness Club in Bulawayo commemorated World AIDS Day and PEPFAR's 15th 

Anniversary through recognizing winners of the netball competitions held at Cowdray Primary School in 

Bulawayo.  The winning team, Lethal Netball Club, was awarded the prestigious PEPFAR HIV and AIDS awareness 

trophy.   Before playing netball, teams performed war cries to demonstrate their knowledge of HIV and AIDS 

related messages.  Such tournaments presented opportunities for communities to access HIV and AIDS messages, 

HIV testing and counseling as well as family planning services provided by PEPFAR implementing partners.  The 

tournaments have also been used as platforms to support young women in acquiring skills to earn a living, protect 

themselves from HIV and live positively.   “As a young mother, I now access family planning services offered 

during tournaments.  Most importantly, I learned how to make handbags and I can sell two to three handbags per 

tournament,” said Emmah Changadzo, a beneficiary of the project.      

Good Hope HIV and AIDS Awareness Club in Bulawayo commemorated World AIDS Day and PEPFAR's 15th 

Anniversary through recognizing winners of the netball competitions held at Cowdray Primary School in 

Bulawayo.  The winning team, Lethal Netball Club, was awarded the prestigious PEPFAR HIV and AIDS 

awareness trophy.   Before playing netball, teams performed war cries to demonstrate their knowledge of HIV 

and AIDS related messages. A video of the war cries is available on: 

https://www.facebook.com/usembassyharare/videos/357669608125955/ Such tournaments presents 

opportunities for communities to access HIV and AIDS messages, HIV testing and counseling as well as family 

planning services provided by PEPFAR implementing partners.  The tournaments have also been used as 

platforms to support young women in acquiring skills to earn a living, protect themselves from HIV and live 

positively.   “As a young mother, I now access family planning services offered during tournaments.  Most 

importantly, I learned how to make handbags and I can sell two to three handbags per tournament,” said 

Emmah Changadzo, a beneficiary of the project.      

 Emma Changadzo (clutching a bag) displays handbags for sale during one of the netball tournaments 
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