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The EducationUSA office of the United States Embassy seeks to identify and recruit 20 Zimbabwean students from low-income families who score at least 13 points (out of 3 subjects) “A” level examinations to join the EducationUSA Opportunity Funds Program (OF). The program is open to all Zimbabwean students who intend to begin their undergraduate studies in the US in August 2021.
The Opportunity Fund program is an initiative by the U.S. Department of State's Bureau of Education and Cultural Affairs to make U.S. higher education more accessible to non-elite international students from low income backgrounds.
EducationUSA advisers in Harare, Gweru, Mutare and Bulawayo, through regularly scheduled training sessions, will assist students throughout the application process to secure admission and financial aid from universities in the United States. Specifically, the program will:
· provide group and individual advising sessions with EducationUSA advisers, 
· finance all costs involved in the application process, including registration fees for required standardized examinations
· provide assistance with preparing for required standardized examinations,
· access to the U.S. Embassy Educational Advising Center and library resources.

Qualifications: Candidates should have a VERY strong academic record (mostly A’s at both “O” and “A” level); be actively involved in co-curricular and leadership activities; have a strong record of giving back to their community; and able to demonstrate financial need.
Please complete this application form and submit it together with the required documents listed at the end of the application form by Email or in person, to reach our offices on Friday, February 14, 2020
	
EducationUSA Bulawayo
American Corner at NUST
55 Jason Moyo, at 4th & 5th Avenue
Bulawayo

Bulawayo@educationusa.info
	
EducationUSA Gweru
Gweru Memorial Library
8th Street, corner of Lobengula Avenue
Gweru

Gweru@educationusa.info
	
EducationUSA Harare
United States Embassy 
2 Lorraine Drive
Bluff Hill
Harare

Harare@educationusa.info

	
EducationUSA Mutare,
Turner Memorial Library
Civic Center Complex, Mutare


Mutare@educationusa.info



Due of the high volume of applications expected, we will ONLY respond to those who are successfully selected to participate in the program.
ENTRANCE INTO THIS PROGRAM DOES NOT GUARANTEE ADMISSION OR FINANCIAL AID TO STUDY IN THE U.S.  ONLY CANDIDATES WHO WROTE 2019 “A” LEVEL EXAMS ARE ELIGIBLE TO APPLY.




[bookmark: _GoBack]APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS

2020 EducationUSA Opportunity Program application deadline: Friday, February 14, 2020

The EducationUSA Opportunity Program application consists of four components, all of which must be fully completed in English. We will not evaluate applications that are incomplete.
A. Personal Information
B. Academic Information 
C. Short Answer Questions
D. Personal Essay


CHECKLIST:
A complete application will include:
[image: ]		The complete application form, with your name on each page of the application form 
[image: ]		Answer sheets to the short Answer questions (section C)
[image: ]		Answer sheets to the Personal Essay Prompt questions (section D)
[image: ]	Photocopy of "O" level certificate(s), “A” Level and/or SAT results (only if you have taken the test)
[image: ]	 Photocopy of your high school reports and/or report book(s)
[image: ]	One teacher recommendation letter 




All sections should be completed in English.


Date: ____________________________


A. Personal Information
(Please type or write clearly in BLACK/ BLUE ink)

First name:  __________________________________ Middle Name:_______________________________
Surname: ____________________________________ Preferred Name _____________________________
Date of Birth (Month, day, year): ____/____/_____     
Gender:	 Male       Female 			ID / Passport number:_______________________________ 
Permanent physical Home Address:   _________________________________________________________
     													
Mobile phone:  ___________________________________________________________________________  
Email address:____________________________________________________________________________
Facebook Account:  Yes         No           If yes, Facebook username: _________________________________

PARENT/GUARDIAN INFORMATION		
Living with:  Parent(s)            Relative(s)              Other

If your parents are deceased, state: the name, relationship and occupation of your legal guardian
Guardian Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________
Relationship to you:  _______________________________________________________________________

Phone(s): ________________________________________________________________________________
Email address(es):_________________________________________________________________________

ADDITIONAL PERSONAL INFORMATION	
Parent’s current occupation and workplace (Be specific, even if self-employed)
	
	Mother
	Father
	Guardian

	Full name(s)

	
	
	

	Occupation

	
	
	

	Workplace

	
	
	

	Contact number
	
	
	

	Email

	
	
	


Give us the information below in relation to your direct siblings.

	Name
	Age
	In School
Yes   No
	Name of School

	Class/Form

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	



1. Number of dependents currently living with and supported by your family and their relationship to you.
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

2. What else should we know about your personal background, your family and your financial situation? 
You can use additional paper if this space is too small so we can fully understand your situation.

__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________

3. What is the amount of funding that you/your family will have available to fund your education per year for the four years you will be in university? Please be realistic so we can help assess your ability to apply for financial aid and scholarships:
													
													

4. Do you have any close relatives living in the U.S.?		Yes  /  No
If yes, please explain who and relationship to you:							
													


B. Academic Information
(Please type or write clearly in BLACK/ BLUE ink)

SCHOOL INFORMATION	
	
Secondary School Name: 	_____________________________________________________________
School Mailing Address: ___________________________________________________________________
School telephone number(s): ________________________________________________________________

	
	Principal
	Career Counselor

	Name and surname

	
	

	Cell number/ landline

	
	

	Email

	
	

	
	
	



Additional Academic and Activity Information
1. List below all high schools that you have attended:
	School  Name
	Location
	Forms
	Year
	Reason for leaving

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	

	

	
	
	
	



2. List any activities you participated in at school or in your community and any leadership positions held. Activities can include school clubs, community service, the arts, athletics, work experience, or other. 
	Activity/ Club
	Position Held 
(E.g. member, Captain, Chairperson etc.)
	Duties, Significant Contributions, or Honors Received

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	




3.  Describe which of these activities is most important to you and why?
You can use additional paper if this space is too small so we can fully understand your situation.

________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________

5. List any academic honor/prize you have been awarded.
	Type of Award
e.g. 1st position/Most improved
	Subject
Physics
	Form
3
	Term
1
	Year
2015

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	




6. List any leadership positions you held at school.  Tick the most important leadership position to you.
	Leadership Position Held    e.g. Head girl
	Year
	Tick (√)

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	






C. SHORT ANSWER QUESTIONS

Answer ALL questions below on a separate sheet; keep your response to less than 150 words for each.


1. What do you hope to study at university? What is your career interest? How did you develop your interest in this field of study and career path? 

2. From your own personal life experiences, please describe a personal setback or a situation where you had to overcome something that did not go according to plan.  How did you cope with it and what did you learn from the situation? 

3. What is your greatest non academic achievement so far? And why?





D. PERSONAL ESSAY

Choose ONE of the following essay prompts below and write an essay.
Keep your response between 250 – 500 words.


1. If you were given an opportunity to change something in your community what would it be and how would you go about changing it?



2. Reflect on a time when you challenged a belief or idea. What prompted you to act? What was the result? Would you make the same decision again?

 


I hereby certify that all information is truthfully and accurately presented and my work alone.
Applicant Signature: ___________________________________                     Date:   _______________




EducationUSA Opportunity Program 2020 Recommendation Form
____________________________________________ 	 (Contact ______________________)
            Name of Applicant								Phone number
is a former student applying to be a participant in the EducationUSA Opportunity Program.  The EducationUSA Program mission is to assist highly talented and economically disadvantaged students to negotiate the admissions process to universities in the United States with the aim of producing highly skilled and widely educated leaders.  Please take a moment to comment on this applicant’s suitability for the program by completing this form and returning it the student to attach to his/her application.
Applications are due to the EducationUSA Advising Centers in Harare, Mutare, Bulawayo and Gweru by Friday, February 14, 2020.
To be completed by the Recommender:
Name  _____________________________________________________________________________
Title/Role  __________________________________________________________________________
School/Organization  __________________________________________________________________
Contact Email:     					            						
Telephone Number:  __________________________________________________________________
For how long and in what context have you known this student?  
____________________________________________________________________________________
What are the first words that come to mind when you think of this student?
____________________________________________________________________________________
Please evaluate this student against the following EducationUSA selection criteria:
Academic Excellence ____________________________________________________________________________
Demonstrated Leadership Potential ____________________________________________________________________________
Ethos of Giving Back ____________________________________________________________________________
Economic Disadvantage ____________________________________________________________________________


Use this space or a separate paper for additional comments about the accomplishments and potential of this student and their suitability for the EducationUSA program.
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________________



Signature:								Date: 				

Please affix your school/organization official stamp this recommendation.

Applicant Name: 		Page 4 of 9
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