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Background
Once considered the “breadbasket of Africa,” Zimbabwe has faced a series of political and economic crises, leading to a general decline in standard of living. A severe drought from 2015 to 2017 saw food insecurity spike at 42 percent in rural areas and 31 percent in urban areas. Although the drought has passed and good rains resulted in a favorable harvest, after years of successive droughts, Zimbabweans are left with few resources to cope with the next crisis. 
· 72 percent of Zimbabweans live below the poverty line
· 67 percent of the population lives in rural areas 
· 1.1 million Zimbabweans (11 percent of the rural population) are estimated to be food insecure at the height of the lean season from January to March 2018
· 28 percent of children under the age of 5 are stunted (chronic malnutrition impacts children’s growth and development)  

What USAID is DoingPSI / USAID

The U.S. Government, through the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), is improving food security in Zimbabwe through long and short-term interventions that meet immediate food needs while building resilience to future shocks.  These activities include: 
· Humanitarian Assistance
· Development Food Security Activities
· Feed the Future Activities



EMERGENCY RESPONSE/HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE
During the historic drought of 2015-2017, USAID provided over $131 million in emergency assistance to Zimbabwe, meeting the immediate needs of the most vulnerable people while also building their resilience against future climatic shocks, such as drought.QUICK FACTS

Overview
USAID helps rural Zimbabweans by addressing immediate food security needs while building resilience to future shocks.

Funding 
· $131 million emergency assistance for the El Nino-induced drought
· $120 million over 5 years for other food security activities

Total Beneficiaries
2 million for drought relief, in addition to 500,000 through ongoing activities, across the country

USAID Contact
Communications Advisors 
Allison DiVincenzo adivincenzo@usaid.gov
Doreen Hove
dhove@usaid.gov


· Food and Nutrition Assistance: During the annual “lean season” – or time between harvests – USAID provides funding to WFP to provide a full basket of monthly food rations to beneficiaries in the most food insecure districts. USAID also provides emergency nutrition for malnourished children and people living with HIV and Tuberculosis. This emergency assistance maintains or improves the nutritional status of vulnerable groups, saves lives, and reduces suffering. 
· Productive Asset Creation: USAID provides funding for WFP’s Productive Asset Creation activity, which supplies food rations in exchange for participation in the creation or rehabilitation of community assets, such as irrigation systems and dams, to improve infrastructure and livelihoods for the future.  
· Support for Drought Recovery: USAID meets additional needs of drought-affected communities to facilitate a quick recovery, including areas with high HIV prevalence. USAID improves access to health and nutrition services, protects livestock-based livelihoods, restores agricultural productivity, expands access to safe drinking water, and promotes sanitation and hygiene.   

DEVELOPMENT FOOD SECURITY ACTIVITIES
Two USAID activities, ENSURE and Amalima, totaling $100 million over five years, address the underlying causes of chronic food insecurity and malnutrition in rural areas. Through these activities, USAID provides supplementary food for pregnant and lactating women and children under the age of 2. USAID also helps communities repair and create productive assets, such as irrigation schemes and dams, compensating workers for their labor. The entire community further benefits from health and nutrition training, improved water and sanitation systems, and training to increase agricultural productivity and incomes.  
· Amalima: Operates in four food insecure districts in Matabeleland North and South Provinces.
· Enhancing Nutrition, Stepping Up Resilience and Enterprise (ENSURE): Operates in six food insecure districts in Manicaland and Masvingo Provinces.

FEED THE FUTURE ACTIVITIES
USAID promotes agricultural recovery and livelihood development through the President’s global Feed the Future initiative. USAID’s two Feed the Future activities, valued at $20 million over five years, aim to reduce rural poverty and increase incomes and food security through increased agricultural production, productivity, and market linkages for small-scale crop farmers and dairy and beef producers.
· Feed the Future Zimbabwe Crop Development Program: Operates in 15 districts in Matabeleland North, Mashonaland West, Manicaland, Masvingo, and Midlands.
· Feed the Future Zimbabwe Livestock Development Program: Operates in 12 districts in Matabeleland North and South, Mashonaland East, Manicaland, Masvingo, and Midlands.

For more than 30 years, the American people, through USAID, have provided the people of Zimbabwe over $3 billion to increase food security, support economic growth, improve health systems and services, and advance a more democratic system of governance. 
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